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Distill your science
Consider your audience, time and space limitations 
Start with the gist 
Be clear, concise, and conversational
Simplify your message 
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Audience, 
time, and 
space

Who is your audience?

What can they reasonably absorb in the time 
you’re allotted?



Start with 
the gist

Academic style vs. news style



Start with 
the gist

Try the hourglass



Start with 
the gist



Be clear, 
concise, and 
conversational

Use plain language

Avoid jargon and acronyms 

Use metaphors, examples, anecdotes, 
social math

Don’t get bogged down in the weeds  



Simplify your message

Start with the basics
What did you do, what did you find and why 
does it matter?
Or: What we know, what is new, why it 
matters 
What is the information the audience 
absolutely needs to know?
Sum up your presentation in one sentence
Include only the most relevant information



Draw in an audience 
outside your field
Focus on meaning rather than detail
Show why we should care
Make it fun
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Draw in your 
audience

Focus on meaning rather than detail
Think product overview vs. tech specs
Provide context
Use keywords to demonstrate the 
importance or impact of your work

Show why we should care 
Emphasize the value of your work

Make it fun
Add some personality



Who is your audience? How much time do you have with them?

What are the 1-3 things you want your audience to take away from your 
presentation?

What’s the take-home message of what you’re presenting?

Can you give a compelling number or example to illustrate your science’s impact? 
Can you make any numbers more digestible with social math?

What are 1-3 benefits of your science to your field, community, or to society at 
large?

Do you have an example, anecdote, story, or metaphor to explain your work? 

Questions to ask yourself



Use visuals effectively
Illustrate your work when possible
Simplify charts and graphs
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Illustrate 
your work

Use photos, videos, 
infographics, sound 
clips, illustrations, etc.
(But don’t overwhelm 
the audience with 
visuals)



Infographics



Simplify 
charts and 
graphs ✅

❌

Don’t make your 
audience do the work!!



✅ ❌



Simplify charts and graphs
Avoid tables

❌



Create a clean and 
compelling design
Learn the basic principles of design 
Embrace minimalism
Resist the urge to collage
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Basic 
design 
principles



Embrace minimalism

Use a simple color scheme 
Make sure your text and background 
have high contrast
Avoid busy backgrounds
Keep it light on text
Use negative space 
Try using shades of color
Avoid typefaces that are very artistic 
or mimic human handwriting



Resist the urge to collage

❌



Play with AI graphic generation, PowerPoint/Keynote design 
elements, animations, Canva 

Up your presentation game! 



Play with AI graphic generation, PowerPoint/Keynote design 
elements, animations, Canva 

Up your presentation game! 



Examples and resources
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And more! 



Some other 
tips

Oral presentations
Run it by someone who’s not a scientist or is 
outside your field
Try to have one slide per minute of speaking 
time 
Rehearse!
Include an agenda or outline (numbers help)

Posters
Have a one-pager handout or QR code 
Think about how you could start a convo 
with a visitor to your poster
Separate information into discrete sections 
that the eye can easily follow (numbering 
helps)



Poster examples



Poster examples



Poster examples



Poster examples



Resources Online tools
The Measure of Things: Social math tool
Canva: free, easy graphic design tool
Headliner: free video editing software
WebAIM contrast checker
TikTok-ers: #PowerPoint
InsideCIRES: PPT templates, logos and more
Etsy: Poster examples
Color Brewer: color guides for maps and other 
graphics
The Functional art: books about data viz

The CIRES comms team!
ciresnews@colorado.edu

https://www.themeasureofthings.com/default.php
https://www.canva.com/
https://www.headliner.app/
https://webaim.org/resources/contrastchecker/
http://www.etsy.com/
https://colorbrewer2.org/
http://www.thefunctionalart.com/
mailto:ciresnews@colorado.edu


Thank you! 
Questions??


